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Christmas: Love, Joy, Peace, & Hope
a series beginning dec. 7/8 



Smokey Point Community Church | The Loop  3  

CONTENTS
NOV/DEC 2013

Contentment At Christmas
How to not hunt for joy in all the wrong places.

Our Heart For Ministry
Women’s Ministry Begins a New Year

Paralyzed
Sharon Milan’s asks ‘who’s mat are you carrying?’

Reflections of an Intern
Spending a summer with junior high ministries

Rescue
Changing lives with medical supplies

Volunteer Spotlight
LITs work hard in Children’s Ministries

The Bunnies Nursery
Shepherding the littlest among us

Family Christmas Resources
Pastor Duane and Ms. Diona offer their suggestions

6
8

10
12
14
16
18
20

FEATURES

In The Loop
Remodel | Nominations | The Giving Tree | 
Divorce Care | All Church Picnic & 
Baptism

4

8

12

15

DEPARTMENTS

6

The Loop is the newsletter of Smokey 
Point Community Church. To obtain 
your copy, pick one up in the church 
Lobby. You may also view The Loop 
online at our web site. To learn more 
about Smokey Point Community 
C h u rc h , v i s i t o u r w e b s i t e a t 
smokeypointcommunitychurch.org, or 
stop by the Guest Services Desk in the 
Lobby. Send Loop questions, comments 
to theloop@spcc-cma.org.  

mailto:theloop@spcc-cma.org
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IN THE LOOP
What’s Happening at SPCC

THANK YOU!

The Remodel is Complete!

THIS SEASON

The Giving Tree

The holidays can be a time of great joy when family and friends gather together 
for a meal or celebration, but not everyone is able to celebrate.  There are many 
families in our community who are struggling to put food on their tables or have 
warm clothes for their children. These families find it difficult to celebrate under 
these circumstances., But we, as a body of Christ, can come along side those 
families and help bring joy back in to their holidays by donating a toy or some 
clothes for a child. Beginning the weekend of Nov. 30/Dec. 1, we will have our 
annual Giving Tree up in the lobby filled with tags ready for you to choose, 
purchase a gift and return it UNWRAPPED to the church by Sunday, December 
15th. Join us in giving back to the community by working with Fostering 
Together and our FAM ministry and providing a much needed gift for a foster 
child. Any questions, contact Tamie at 360.659.2844.

A CALL FOR

Nominations

Thanks to everyone who prayed and spent many hours 
helping with the electrical, plumbing, painting and 
miscellaneous tasks. It couldn’t have happened without 
you. Your time and hard work is appreciated by all!

Nominations for the positions of Elder, Governing 
Board, Deacon, Deaconess, and Nominating 
Committee are now being accepted. Descriptions and 
requirements of these positions are posted in the 
Auditorium Lobby for your reference.
 
If you know someone you would like to nominate, first 
seek the approval of that person and then submit the 
recommendation to the Nominating Committee by 
sending it to the church office or by placing it in the 
Drop Box located in the Lobby by January 5, 2014. 
Please include your name on the entry.
 
Our next Annual Meeting will be held during the last 
portion of services the weekend of February 8/9, 
2014.
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IN THE LOOP
What’s Happening at SPCC

ONGOING

Divorce Care

Divorce Care is a special weekly seminar and 
support group for people who are separated or 
divorced. It’s a place where you can be around 
people who understand what you are feeling 
and hear valuable information about ways to 
heal from the hurt of divorce. 
Divorce Care meets Monday nights at 7 PM in 
Room A101. For more information, call the 
church office at 360.659.2844. 

RECAP

Fall All-Church Picnic and Baptism

This year at the All-Church Picnic & Baptism, SPCC enjoyed food, fellowship, & celebrated baptisms! In case you 
missed it, here’s the list of our newly baptized brothers & sisters: Allie Maldonado, Stephen Moore, and Trae 
Brown.
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Contentment and Christmas…sometimes that sounds like a 
contradiction in terms.  People start lining up on Thanksgiving at 
Best Buy and Wal-Mart to get the latest “whatever” because they 

are NOT content.  They want more, and Christmas has somehow 
become the expectable time to get more;  To push, trample and 

fight, if need be to get just what we want, or what someone we love 
wants.

But what do we want, really?  If you stop in the midst of the 
Christmas craziness and just listen to your heart of hearts…what 

comes to mind?

Peace.

Love.
Hope.

These are the things we really want.  These are the things we 
sometimes try to replace with stuff.  Activity.  Anything that fills the 

void.  But the truth is, what we want is more a heart thing then a 
material thing.  And how do we get those things we truly want?  By 

focusing on the One who gives us all those things.  Peace.  Love. 
Hope.  When we take our eyes ofF the stuff, and the craziness…the 
things we try and fill our lives with, we can see Christ.  We can rest 

in Him.  We can have our true hearts desire that is only found in His 
truth.  Then, and only then, can we truly be content.

Some Practical Ways to Find Contentment This Christmas:

• Spend less money on gifts

• Spend more time with family

• Focus on the true meaning of Christmas by posting Bible verses 
around the house about God’s true gift found in the Gospels

• Read a portion of the Christmas story each day of December

• When you find yourself wanting something material in an 

unhealthy way, step away and examine your heart.  What do you 
REALLY want and need?

• Don’t give in to busyness…find some stillness.  
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s we begin a new year of 
women’s ministry here at 
SPCC our hearts are filled with 

excitement and anticipation for the 
work the Lord is going to do this 
year.  As women we are a diverse 

group: single, married, divorced, 
widowed, mothers, childless, 
grandmothers, artistic, analytical…
the list could go on.  The amazing 
thing about women’s ministry is 
that we get to focus on what we 
have in common which is a call to 
be daily conformed to the image of 
Christ.  As sisters within the body 
of Christ we all have the same 
calling and we all struggle to fulfill 
our calling.

The Bible speaks strongly of the 
need for fellowship with other 
believers.  1 Thessalonians 5:11 
states, “Therefore, encourage one 
another and build each other up, 
just as in fact you are doing.”  
Proverbs 27:17 reads, “As iron 
sharpens iron, so one man (woman) 
sharpens another.”  There is 
encouragement and growth that 
occurs as we gather with other 
women who have been called by 
God as His children.

Our theme for the year is “A Call to 
Maturity”. Our hearts desire is to 

see God’s daughters equipped to 
live victorious lives that testify to 
His goodness and bring Him glory.  
With this goal in mind our first 
event featured Jen Satterfield as 
she spoke on the stages of 

maturity.  The apostle Paul in 
Philippians 3:12 writes, “Not  that I 
have already obtained this or am 
already perfect, but I press on to 
make it my own, because Christ 
Jesus has made me His own.”  Jen 
shared from God’s word our call to 
first be disciples and then as we 
mature to make disciples (Matthew 
28:19).  The goal of maturity is our 
participation in ministry within the 
body of Christ and to the lost 
around us.  

Jen also spoke of the personal 
responsibility we have on this road 
to maturity.  She used the example 
of us coming to church on Sundays 
and being fed good, healthy food 
and then spending the rest of the 
week eating junk food and blaming 
our church for our lack of growth.  
How foolish is that?  We bear a 
responsibility to be in the word, in 
prayer and in fellowship with other 
believers.  Spiritual maturity does 
not just occur with the passage of 
time, it takes purposeful action on 
our part.  

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control.  Our pursuit of 
spiritual maturity will result in a 
greater manifestation of the fruit in 

our lives.  Who among us doesn’t 
read that list and think if only…?  
Our prayer is that you will join us 
this year as we seek to know and 
love him more.  We pray that we 
will become a family of sisters who 
encourage and spur one another on 
to greater depths in our walks with 
the Lord.
In love,

Your Women’s Ministry Team
Ellen Smith, Karen Quick, Megan 
Linklater, Shirley Warthen, and 
Rachel Teeter

As sisters within the body of Christ we all have the same calling 
and we all struggle to fulfill our calling. The Bible speaks 
strongly of the need for fellowship with other believers.”

“

A
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Paralyzed
who’s mat are you carrying?

In His Image
UPDATE
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This passage from Luke is familiar 
to many of us and though I have 
read it myself numerous times 
what jumped out at me this time 
were the words “some men…”

In my mind I have been 
interpreting that to mean “some 
friends”; after all we should all be 
carrying our unsaved friends to 
Jesus.  But it doesn’t say “some 
friends”, it says “some men”…could 
it be they simply saw a need and 
took action? These men had a faith 
that drove them to carry a man on a 
mat to Jesus, even though the way 
was not made easy.  The men’s 
faith and perseverance brought the 
paralyzed man into the presence of 
Jesus where he received his 
greatest need – forgiveness of sin.  

The men understood what Mike 
Yaconelli describes in his book 
Dangerous Wonder, “The grace of 
God is dangerous.  It’s lavish, 
excessive, outrageous and 

scandalous.  God’s grace is 
ridiculously inclusive.  Apparently 
God doesn’t care who He loves.  He 
is not very careful about the 
people He calls His friends or the 
people He calls His church.”

September 18 & 19, In His Image 
began anew to do the same – we’ve 
picked up a corner of a mat to bring 
some precious people into Christ’s 
presence by launching a Life Group 
for adults with disabilities.  In this 
Life Group they are learning in 
ability-appropriate ways about the 
gospel, fellowship, prayer and 
service.

Additionally IHI hosted it’s 2nd 
Mom’s/Grandma’s brunch.  It was a 
time of mutual encouragement, 
fellowship, laughter and food.

If you have questions about the 
Life Group or the disabilities 
ministry as a whole, please contact 
Sharon Milan at slmilan@msn.com 
or (360)548-3736.

Lastly church, ask yourself this 
question…”Am I helping carry 
someone’s mat?” The person(s) on 
the mat does not have to be a 
friend, merely a person paralyzed 
in sin, needing the healing of 
forgiveness found only in Jesus.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Milan

ask yourself this question…”Am I helping carry someone’s mat?”

“Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus.  
When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his 
mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus.  When Jesus saw their faith, he said, 
‘friend, your sins are forgiven.’”  Luke 5:18-26

mailto:slmilan@msn.com
mailto:slmilan@msn.com
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Student Ministries
UPDATE

A few days ago, a dear friend of 
mine came home from a month 
long stay in the jungles of Peru for 
an internship.  After some giggling 
and hugging, she told me all about 
her stay and the triumphs and 
challenges she had.   There was a 
language barrier, of course, even 
though she had been studying 
Spanish for years.  She was often 

sent into the market place to buy 
things for upcoming events by 
herself and sometimes felt lonely.   
Some days she loved it, sometimes 
she wondered why God had sent 
her there in the first place.

As I listened to her talk about her 
summer, it made me think about 
my own and the similarities in our 

interning endeavors.  Even though 
I’m barely twenty, and less than a 
decade older than the youngest 
sixth grader, there are times when 
there definitely was a language 
barrier and a difference in culture.  
Like my friend,  I spent a lot of time 
planning and shopping for events.   
There were also times where I 
would love everything about it, or 

REFLECTIONS OF A SUMMER INTERN
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be laying on the floor of my office 
praying that the day would end 
quickly.

Sometime in July, I remember 
meeting with a student and asking 
her what middle school is like for 
her.  What does it mean to be 
popular? How do people respond 
to you if you aren’t?  How does one 
climb the social ladder?    After 
hearing her response, it made me 
realize that being in middle school 
is like being in the middle of a 
jungle. There’s chaos, fights, and 
lots of things blocking out all light.

There have been a number of times 
that people have said in response 
to hearing I spent the summer with 
a bunch of middle schoolers, said, 
“Oh, wow, I could never do that!” or 
“Better you than me!” and the 
occasional person telling me how 
“hardcore” I am.

To the naked eye, SPCC’s youth 
ministry interns do look pretty 
hardcore. Working over full time, 
writing messages, meeting with 
students, planning events, buying a 
shopping cart full of 2-liter sodas, 
and doing whatever needs to get 
done.  The latter really could be 
anything, like testing out the 
games for our biggest outreach 
event of the year called Blow Out 
(which was a personal favorite duty 
of mine) or helping wash vomit out 
of a sick girl’s hair on day two of a 
three day trip.

But if there’s anything I learned 
over the summer, I learned how 
inadequate I am without Christ!

But he said to me,  “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness. Therefore 
I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that  the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. For the 

sake of Christ, then,  I am content 
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities. For  
when I am weak, then I am strong.”  
(2 Corinthians 12:9-10)

God doesn’t only call “super 
Christians” to go to the jungle for 
Him, but the weak to better show 
His glory!  The jungle you’re called 
to might be a literal jungle, or 
perhaps your school, workplace, 
neighborhood, or even your home.

“In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so  that  they 
may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in 
heaven.”  {Matthew 5:16}

Where is God calling you to be a 
light? And are you giving Him the 
glory?

Chelsea VanDerMeerche

Sometime in July, I remember meeting with a student and asking 
her what middle school is like for her.  What does it mean to be 
popular? How do people respond to you if you aren’t?”

“
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“Ever feel you want to do more 
than just visit?”

That was what I felt after visiting 
Mali, Africa.  I wanted to help the 
poor people that lived in 130 
degree heat, slept on straw mats 
and lived on less than $2.00 a day.  
But, I’ll be thousands of miles 
away, what could I possibly do?

I believe Jesus Christ has given me 
a loving and caring spirit to love 
people I don’t personally know. 
Plus, He has provided ideas and 
made a way possible to serve 
people on the other side of this 
planet.

Have I been effective?  That was 
my question to missionary Dr. 
Sheree Lynch a cardiologist  at a 
CMA hospital in Honduras. 

Here’s what she said, “I have been 
serving in Honduras since 1993 and 
I have worked with a lot of non-
profit organizations seeking to help 
with medical needs. Rescue has 
been one of the easiest to work with 
and one of the most effective in 
meeting our needs here in rural 
Honduras. What we receive is 
always something that can be 
directly used to improve our 

Rescue
UPDATE
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patient’s lives and in many 
instances, save lives. 

I will never forget the day I called 
our local supplier only to be told 
there were no EKG electrodes 
available. They were simply out of 
stock in the entire country. That 
same day, a box from Rescue arrived 
full of electrodes. Within a few 
hours a patient was brought into 
our emergency room with a heart 

attack. Thanks to Rescue, that day 
we were able to accurately diagnose 
the patient and appropriately treat 
them, saving their life. Rescue’s 
communication with those of us on 
the field, makes their organization 
truly effective. We receive what we 
need, nothing is wasted and 
resources are distributed so that we 
can all be better stewards of what 

the Lord has provided. Thank you for 
blessing the people of Honduras.” 

The glory is all God’s! He 
developed Rescue, He trained me, 
He leads the team and He is the 
reason Rescue is successful. 

Debi Foster
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Children’s Ministries
VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Thank you Zac, Amelia, Mary, 
Bethany, Jessica, Sarah, Collin, 
Annabelle, Mariah, Connor, Lindsay, 
Faith, Nicole, Ashlie, Emily, Ben, 
Paul, Sam, Elizabeth, Jessica, 
Monica, Nick, Abby, Beni, Isabel, 
Mackenzie, Shaela, Olivia, Ethan, 
Noah, Caitlin, Joseph, Brett, 
Antonio, Julian, Michael, Justin, 
Cassie, Naomi, Rebecca, Lexi, and 
Shayla

Our Leaders in Training (LITs) are a 
vital part of our Children’s ministry.  
These Jr High and High School 
students have shared with us a 
desire to serve others and serve 
their church family.  They are put in 
roles where they can be examples, 

helpers, and friends to 
the little ones.  Each 
month during the school 

year they gather as a group for a 
fun training session called 
“Stoked.” Here they share how 
their month is going, where they 
have seen God at work in their 
lives, the classrooms they serve in, 
and the lives of the children they 
serve. They are trained on different 
topics throughout the year, as well 
as playing a variety of crazy games 
that sometimes are part of the 
training and sometimes are just to 
have fun!!!! 

Some of these students have been 
LITs for just a few short weeks and 
some of them have been serving 
for 6 years!   Here is what some of 

them have to say about why they 
decided to serve as an LIT…

“I just felt like I needed to serve,” “I 
felt like God was calling me to 
serve and I love being around little 
kids,” “I like playing with and being 
around little kids…they are so fun,” 
“because my mom was a teacher,”  
“I like playing with toddlers,” “I like 
cute little kids and wanted to 
impact them in a positive way,” “I 
love interacting with young 
children,” “my sister did it and I 
thought it would be fun,” “I love 
kids and think it is better for kids to 
hear about Jesus when they are so 
young as it will help them form 
habits of reading their Bible and 
going to church at a young age,” “I 
love kids and wanted to be more 
involved in church,” “To help with 

leaders in training
SP     TLIGHT
VOLUNTEER
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the kids,” “I wanted to have an 
influence on other children, 
teaching them and watching them 
grow.  I know kids watch what we 
do and they want to be like us,” “I 
wanted to help the teachers and 
work with the kids,” “I wanted to 
help out at church,” “My sister 
inspired me and I like to interact 
with little kids.” 

Here is what some of them said 
when we asked them what their 
favorite thing about serving is…

“Getting to know all the little kids 
and seeing them grow up,” 
“hanging out with my friends at 
Stoked meetings,” “it is fun,” 
“when you work with little kids 
playing IS helping and that is fun,” 
“working with other LITs,” “playing 
with the kids and helping with the 
crafts,” “Stoked is really fun,” 
“seeing the kids get excited about 
Jesus,” “seeing kids grow and get 
to know who God is…its pretty 
cool,” “I get to see kids grow in 
their understanding of who Jesus is 
and what he has done for us.”  

When we asked them what is 
something they have learned from 
being an LIT, here is what they 
said…

“It is not just a job, or a meeting 
and being with friends…it is 
serving,” “I have learned you 
should always cheer kids up when 
they are sad,” “I have learned that 
you can make a difference in their 
lives no matter how young they 
are,” “I have learned so much about 
myself actually,” “be careful what 

you do around kids, they are 
greatly influenced by your actions,” 
“patience,” “I have learned that I 
really do like being with 
preschoolers,” “the teachers need 

helpers, and LITs can make their 
jobs a little easier less stressful so 
they can teaching the lesson,” “I 
have learned a lot of patience” “I 
am young but I can make a 
difference,” “I have learned to have 
more patience and I have learned 
not to think about what I want so 
much,”  “I have learned that God 
calls kids to praise Him and share 
about him, that is not just for 
adults.”  

We so appreciate our LITs and the 
partnership we have with their 
parents who help get them to and 
from their times of serving and 
Stoked and helping hold the LITs 

accountable.  God is using these 
LITs in the lives of the little ones 
they serve, and the teachers who 
lead them!  He is doing a work in 
and through them as they serve 
others!   We count it a privilege to 
serve with and lead them!   Thank 
you all for giving up a Saturday 
evening, a Sunday morning, or a 
Tuesday evening to help make a 
difference in the lives of young 
children!     

Pastor Duane and Ms. Diona
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Children’s Ministries
NURSERY

 This place is a meadow made for 
our little warm and fuzzy bunny 
babies and toddlers, birth to 24 
months, created just for them!   

A place where you can come and 
bring your little one for love and 
care while you attend services here 
at SPCC.  A place your baby will be 
safe and warm!   We will watch and 
pray, feed and play, diaper and 
snuggle, read to and comfort, all in 
the name of sharing the love of 
Jesus to these little ones!  

We have a monthly Bible story with 
a baby sized story, prayer, and Bible 
verse that we use to share with 
babies…this month is “Jesus loves 
children” and indeed He does!  
Along with our Bible story we have 
a parent take home page with 
tidbits for moms and dads of 
babies/toddlers, with activities and 
songs to play with their babies at 
home that will reinforce the same 
monthly theme we have in the 
nursery.  We also have a weekly 
prayer card that we use when 
praying for your babies each week.  
This past week the topic was JOY!,   
with a Bible verse and prayer 
suggestion that we use as a guide 
to pray for each child in our 
nursery, during each service!   

Our Volunteers who serve in the 
nursery are people who have a real 
heart for comforting and loving on 
the littlest ones of our church 

families.   They are all different 
ages; moms/dads, grandmas/pas, 
young married couples and teens…
but they all have a love for babies 
and it shows by the great level of 
care they give!   They all have a 
heart to minister to our church 
families in a way that is so 
meaningful!   

It is our heart to love on and 
provide resources for our families 
as much as it is for the babies 
themselves.  So, we have a few 
resources that we like to share with 
families about ages and stages of 
their children, that reach past the 
basics into the spiritual formation 
of their child and what that looks 
like with babies. The monthly take 
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home sheets, and 
ages and stages 
resources 
mentioned 
above, are 
available at the 
nursery counter.  We 
also would love to 
reach our newest 
mommies with a 
“new mommy 
gift” and we have 
partnered with 
the Deaconess 

committee to provide your baby 
with a comfy new baby blanket (for 
all new babies, not just new moms), 
Be sure to let us know via email, 

phone call, or just 
stop by, if you or 

someone you 
know just had a 
new baby!  We 

would love to meet 
your new little one, give 

you their blanket, and 
information about the 
nursery!

We do have many 
opportunities for 
you to serve in our 

nursery, so if 
you are 

feeling 
led to 

love and care for our little ones we 
have openings on Saturday nights, 
Sunday mornings, and during 
special events for Nursery 

Supervisors, Helpers and LITs…  you 
can pick up an application in the 
wall folder outside Ms. Diona’s 
office, as we would love to 
welcome in some new volunteers!

Join us in praying for our babies 
and toddlers and their families:  
That each one receives all the love 
and care they need, as it has a big 
impact on their little lives.  Pray 
that we can continue to partner 
with parents by being a part of 
providing that love and care, being 
a resource to and a blessing to 
families.  Pray that we have all the 
loving volunteers we need to do all 
that God has called us to do in our 
Nursery Ministry here at SPCC!  

it is our heart to love on and provide resources for our 
families as much as it is for the babies themselves.” 

“
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Children’s Ministries
RESOURCES FOR CHRISTMAS

Looking for some Christmas 
entertainment that doesn’t focus 
on Santa and gifts? Here are some 
suggestions from your Children’s 
ministry team.

Every Day Emmanuel Download…

What is Everyday Emmanuel? It’s a 
fun, easy-to-use family Christmas 
Countdown experience designed to 
help families make the most of 
Christmas and better understand 
the true meaning of the season.

The memories you make with your 
children will last longer than any 
gift you place under the tree. 

Christmastime often becomes 
busy-time. It is so easy for the “to-
do” lists, errands and events this 

time of year to unintentionally 
overshadow meaningful family 
time and what you and your family 
truly hold important this time of 
year. 

This year, celebrate Everyday 
Emmanuel by thoughtfully 
spending time together as a family.

Cost: $9.99  (regularly 14.99) 

You will receive a 68 page PDF 
download to print. 

If you would like to order a 
paperback version of Everyday 
Emmanuel, you can find it on 
Amazon.com for $19.99. 

What’s included: 

* Instructions to Make & Use 
Your Countdown to Christmas 
Calendar

* Weekly Advent Devotionals 
& Ornament Activity

* Weekly Big Questions About 
Christmas & Discussion Guide

* Family Activity List (broken 
down by time required and 
easy to use to fill in your 

calendar)

* Seven “print and use” activities 

* Online access to videos & 
additional resources

* Helpful tips throughout the book 
to save you time  & money

Everyday Emmanuel can be used to 
allow your family to spend 
intentional time together 
celebrating old and new traditions. 

Everyday Emmanuel makes it easy 
for your family to explore the 
meaning of Advent and offers you 
the opportunity to add a deeper 
spiritual meaning to the season by 
understanding how many of 
today’s traditions point directly 
back to Jesus – that indeed God is 
With Us (Emmanuel) everyday!

http://amzn.to/XX13T0
http://amzn.to/XX13T0
http://amzn.to/XX13T0
http://amzn.to/XX13T0
http://amzn.to/XX13T0
http://amzn.to/XX13T0
http://amzn.to/XX13T0
http://amzn.to/XX13T0
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What’s in the Bible creates “Buck 
Denver asks…Why do we call it 
Christmas” 

Available on DVD.

Join VeggieTales creator Phil 
Vischer along with intrepid 
newsman Buck Denver and all his 
friends on an amazing journey into 
the world's most popular holiday! 
Sure, you know the Christmas 
story. But do you know the story of 
Christmas?   Don't miss the 
whimsical, educational, Christmical 
party to end all Christmas parties 
as Buck Denver Asks … Why Do We 
Call It Christmas? 

Run Time: approx. 60 minutes   
Cost: about $14.99 

A mom’s review of “Why Do We 
Call it Christmas?”

“We all know the Christmas Story, 
but do we really know the story of 
Christmas?”  As the show begins, 
we find Buck Denver feeling a little 
confused about why there are so 
many holiday traditions tied into 

celebrating Jesus’ birthday. Why do 
we drag trees into our homes and 
decorate them? Where did the 
tradition of hanging stockings by 
the fire come from? Why is Santa 
Claus even a part of Jesus’ 
birthday, anyway?  With the help of 
Sunday School Lady and Marcie, 
Buck sends out invites to all of his 
friends, hoping they can make it to 
his cabin in Indiana for a Christmas 
party.  Along the way, we see that 
it’s not only Buck who’s a little 
confused about where all the 
different Christmas traditions have 
come from.

You and your kids will truly 
appreciate how lovingly accurate 
each of these sometimes tricky 
questions are handled.  As you’ve 
come to expect from What’s in the 
Bible?, this show is witty, heart-
warming and just plain fun to 
watch! And of course, the kids will 
get a beautiful lesson about the 
birth of Jesus–the REAL reason we 
celebrate Christmas! Look for some 
great new songs mingled together 

with some of your traditional 
holiday favorites.

I personally appreciated that kids 
with sensory integration issues 
won’t find this DVD overly 
stimulating, like some popular 
shows on TV. The songs aren’t 
obnoxiously loud with a lot of 
percussion and the movement of 
the characters is well regulated 
and not jerky or rapid.  The colors 
are bright and the story will hold 
their attention.  For the kiddos who 
love facts, this DVD is a goldmine!

If your family’s like mine, you 
probably already have a nice-sized 
Christmas movie library.  You’ll 
definitely want to add this DVD to 
your collection! It’s one that can be 
enjoyed by the whole family 
throughout the season!” 

Check them out…we hope your 
family finds these resources a 
blessing as you spend family time 
celebrating the Birth of Jesus this 
Christmas. 

~ Pastor Duane & Ms. Diona
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Celebrate Freedom Begins
Child Dedication
Membership Seminar
Blood Drive
No D-Club
Office Closed
Giving Tree Begins
Trees for Troops Begins
Candlelight Services 3:30, 5:15 & 7:00
No D-Club
Office Closed
No D-Club

UPCOMING events
mark your calendars

Nov 7
Nov 9/10

Nov 16
Nov 18
Nov 26
Nov 29
Nov 30
Nov 30
Dec 24
Dec 24

Dec 23-27
Dec 31
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PHOTO FINISH
All-Church Picnic & Baptism
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A New Series Available In Services November 2/3

Get Perspective

Simplify your Life

Yield to Others

Give Generously

Be Thankful


